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FOUNDATIONAL PASSAGES 

Men and Women 

Gen 1.27–28 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created THEM. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”” 

Men Women 

Gen 2.15  The LORD God took the man  and 
put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 

Gen 2.18  Then the LORD God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone;  I will make 
him a helper fit for  him.” 
 
Gen 2:23 Then the man said, “This at last is 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man.” 
 

Men and Women 

Gen 2.24  Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 

Men Women 

Gen 3:17–19 And to Adam he said, “Because 
you have listened to the voice of your wife and 
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat 
of it all the days of your life; 
 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.”” 
 

Gen 3:16 To the woman he said, “I will surely 
multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain 
you shall bring forth children. Your desire 
shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall 
rule over you.” 

 



“The gospel story begins with the mystery of Charity. A young woman is visited by an angel, giving a 

stunning piece of news about becoming the mother of the Son of God. Unlike Eve, whose response 

to God was calculating and self-serving, the virgin Mary’s answer holds no hesitation about risks or 

losses or the interruption of her own plans. It is an utter and unconditional self-giving: “I am the 

Lord’s servant… May it be to me as you have said” (Luke 1:38). This is what I understand to be the 

essence of femininity. It means surrender. 

 

Think of the bride. She surrenders her independence, her name, her destiny, her will, herself to the 

bridegroom in marriage. This is a public ceremony, before God and witnesses. Then, in the marriage 

chamber, she surrenders her body, her priceless gift of virginity, all that has been hidden. As a 

mother she makes a new surrender––it is her life for the life of the child. This is most profoundly 

what women were made for, married or single (and the special vocation of the virgin is to surrender 

herself for service to her Lord and for the life of the world).  

 

The gentle and quiet spirit of which Peter speaks, calling it “of great worth in God’s sight” (1 Peter 

3:4), is the true femininity… 

 

… Femininity receives. It says, “May it be to me as you have said.” It takes what God gives––a 

special place, a special honor, a special function and glory, different from that of masculinity, meant 

to be a help. In other words, it is for us women to receive the given as Mary did, not to insist on the 

not-given, as Eve did. 

 

The world looks for happiness through self-assertion. The Christian knows that joy is found in self-
abandonment… A Christian woman’s true freedom lies on the other side of a very small gate––
humble obedience––but that gate leads out into a largeness of life undreamed of by the liberators of 
the world.”1  
 

 
1 Elizabeth Elliot, “The Essence of Femininity,” in Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, Ed. 
John Piper and Wayne Grudem (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 398–9.  
 


