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There’s something exciting happening for the next generation in West Cobb. Midway’s Trail Life USA 
Troop 1850 is growing rapidly, and each new member represents a precious treasure - a boy who 
needs to know he is loved, has a responsibility to himself, others, and his Creator. A boy that needs to 
know that he has his identity in Jesus Christ, and that in fellowship with his peers, under the guidance 
of Biblical men, he can discover how enjoying the wonder and the beauty of the outdoors can instill in 
him the skills needed to be successful. 

In the wilderness, lifelong bonds are forged, true identities are fostered, and boys step into manhood. 
There they are tested, proven, find their place in the group, and discover who they were created to be. 
Recently, teenager boys from Troop 1850 went on a backpacking trip. They were not just “going 
camping.” Far from it. They were stepping into God’s creation to learn about Him and themselves. 
Weeks of preparation taught the boys coordination, planning, and communication. Once in base camp, 
the boys demonstrated self-sufficiency in the outdoors. Executing tasking against their own duty roster, 

the boys established a camp with an axe yard, a field 
kitchen, cooked their own meals over a fire, and strung up a 
bear bag. Each activity drew the boys closer to each other 
and pushed them further into confidence as servant leaders 
to one another. Along the difficult trail, boys scaled what 
amounted to a boulder field at times to reach to the top of the 
mountain - pushing themselves to extend their own limits and 
accomplish hard things. This beautiful analogy for the 
Christian walk (inherent in the imagery of Trail Life USA) was 
discussed with the boys at their weekly meeting at the 
church. While for many this was their first journey into the 
wilderness (with many to follow in the future) each boy 
returned a little stronger, a little more sure of himself, having 
taken steps into leadership in a Christ-Centered, Boy-
Focused environment.

Trail Life USA is a place where masculinity is not toxic, where Biblical Manhood is celebrated, and the 
world’s distorted perspectives of boyhood are debunked. In Midway’s Troop 1850, men are banding 
together to apply outdoor adventure as a method to train the next generation of courageous young men 
who will honor God, lead with integrity, and serve others. 

Godly and responsible husbands, fathers, and citizens are in the making in Troop 1850. Do you share a 
passion for the next generation of Christian men in West Cobb? Along the journey to Biblical Manhood, 
boys need men who are involved, engaged, and intentional. Men who are willing to impart wisdom and 
masculinity. Men who willing to direct a boy’s boundless energy, and forge Christian leaders by molding 
them to exhibit boldness for Christ as courageous men of character. Troop 1850 has attracted a 
number of boys who do not have fathers. James reminds us that pure undefiled religion is ministry to 
the fatherless and widows. In West Cobb and across the country, God is using Trail Life USA’s ministry 
as an outreach to single mothers and their sons. Man of the church, will you answer the call to model 
Biblical Manhood for fatherless boys? They need you.

If you are interested in learning more about Trail Life USA or volunteering in Midway’s Troop 1850, 
please reach out to Stuart Michelson at: smichelson@traillifeusateam.com

Trailmen from Midway’s Troop 1850 at the peak of 
Flagpole Mountain in March 2021
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