
The Lord’s day 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 

11:00 a.m. 
 

PRELUDE                                 The Wexford Carol                                      arr. Tucker 
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind  

what our good God for us has done in sending his beloved Son. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
**HYMN OF PRAISE            “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                                 #218 
 
*INVOCATION (Unison) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at Your first coming sent Your messenger to prepare 
Your way before You; Grant that the ministers and stewards of Your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready Your way, by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at Your second coming to judge the 
world we may be found an acceptable people in Your sight, who lives and reigns 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION        “Hark! the Herald Angel Sing”                                 #203 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                      Rev. Marc Harrington 
(Please sign and pass the registration pads found at the end of the pews.) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                  Isaiah 9:1-7 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future, 
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--- 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as 
men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment in 
blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.  
 

ANTHEM                                           The First Nowell                                arr. Wilberg 
The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay, In fields where they lay keeping their sheep  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! Born is the King of Israel. 
 
  They looked up and saw a star shining in the East beyond them far.  
  And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! Born is the King of Israel. 
 
  Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord 

 That hath made heav’n and earth of nought, and with his blood mankind hath 
bought. 

  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! Born is the King of Israel. 
  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! Born is the King of Israel. 
  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                              #731 
 
*PRAYERS FOR GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”                    #211 
(Children K4-1st grade dismissed to children’s church.) 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                             Acts 12:1-24 
 
SERMON                            “The Costs Of Opposing God”                 Rev. David Hall 
 
*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION              “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”             #195 
 
*THE BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTORY RESPONSE                    Gloria Patri                                                       Greatorex 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
*POSTLUDE                           Savior of the Nations, Come!                    arr. Hildebrand 
 
THE GIVING OF GOD’S TITHES AND YOUR OFFERINGS 
(Please use the offering plates in the Narthex for your gifts.) 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Congregation please stand 
**Deacons will seat late arrivals 
 
The poinsettia on the podium today is given by Kris Ross in memory of John Ross’ 
birthday and their wedding anniversary. 
 
FAITH AND LIFE: FUTURE AS IN THE PAST (SERMONS ON THE TRUE CHURCH AND THE TRUE FAITH) 
 
Sermon Outline:                   “The Costs Of Opposing God”                      Acts 12:1-24 
 
I. The cost associated with serving the Lord Jesus. 12:1-2, 12 
 
 Giving one’s life   James 
 
 Peter’s miraculous escape, delivers from death.  12:3-19 
 
II. The cost of rejecting him. 
 

Herod 
 

An unbeliever illustrates how death comes to those who oppose God 12:19-24. 
 

The cost of not worshipping God is death. 
 

What other behaviors oppose God and cost us? 
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 
 
As we move into the next verses, who triumphed? What costs are you incurring? 
 
 

John Stott asks us to notice how “Luke depicts the complete reversal of the church’s 
situation. At the beginning of the chapter Herod is on the rampage- arresting and 
persecuting church leaders; at the end is himself struck down and dies. The chapter opens 
with James dead, Peter in prison and Herod triumphing; it closes with Herod dead, Peter 
free, and the word of God triumphing. Such is the power of God to overthrow hostile 
human plans and to establish his own in their place. Tyrants may be permitted for a time 
to boast and bluster, oppressing the church and hindering the spread of the gospel, but they 
will not last. In the end, their empire will be broken and their pride abased.” 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VISITORS - Please fill out the information card located in the pew rack and place it in 
the basket in the Narthex or contact Cheryl Hash at 770-422-4974 so that we can get to 
know you!  
 
THE FALL ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday nights from 6:30 p.m.-7:15 p.m. in 
the 1987 sanctuary, is: "The God of Abraham Praise.” In this study, we will trace how 
God works from Genesis 25 through 50. We will cover a lot of territory, and we invite 
all to join us for this continuing study of Genesis taught by Pastor Hall. 
 
ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER AND FASTING - Our annual week of prayer and 
fasting begins December 5th and ends December 11th. During the week, you are 
encouraged to fast one meal per day and use that time to pray. There will be guided 
prayer lists on the back tables in the sanctuary for you to prepare for this time. 
 
CHRISTMAS COOKIE RECEPTION - There will be a Christmas Cookie Reception 
immediately following the 6:00 Worship Service and Christmas Program by Midway's 
Children's and Youth Choirs. Please bring a plate of your favorite Christmas cookies to 
the Fellowship Hall prior to the 6:00 p.m. service. 
 
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS – WIC will be ordering poinsettias to decorate 
the sanctuary during the Christmas season. If you would like to donate a poinsettia in 
honor of or in memory of a loved one, please sign up at the WIC table or contact Calli 
Pritchett at womensministry@midwaypca.org. The cost is $10.  
 
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS EVENT- Ladies of all ages are invited to join us on 
Tuesday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for the WIC Christmas event. 
The cost is $5. RSVP by emailing womensministry@midwaypca.org.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Please Reserve Sunday, December 12th for a 
Congregational meeting to elect deacons for the class of 2024, following the morning 
worship service. Bios are available on the table in the Narthex.  
 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS - The Women in the Church will be assembling and 
delivering baskets of goodies to people in our covenant family on Tuesday, December 
7th at 10 a.m. Volunteers are needed to donate fruit, baked goods, candy, etc. for the 
baskets, as well as help assembling and delivering the baskets. Sign-up sheets can be 
found on the WIC table. If you have questions or know of someone who should receive 
a basket, contact Laura Adams 404-451-8609 or ljmacgregor@comcast.net. 
 
ANGEL TREE & LITTLE LAMBS - Each year at Christmas we have the opportunity 
to provide gifts for the children at Cobb Street Ministries (Little Lambs) and children 
of prisoners (Angel Tree sponsored by Prison Fellowship Ministries). The "Lambs" and 
"Angels" will be in our lobby for you to pick up. There will be a list to sign indicating 
which lamb or angel you chose. The deadline for bringing gifts to the church is 
December 12th. Drivers are needed to deliver the gifts. If you can help or would like 
more information, contact Jennifer Siewert at 678-920-1534 or jswrt3@gmail.com 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES – If you would like to receive preprinted envelopes, please 
sign up on the table in the back of the sanctuary. If you have already signed up, please 
pick up your envelopes at this same table. 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
• The Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study will resume on January 11th with the 

study of Philippians. For further information, contact Sandra Westerfield at 
westerfields@bellsouth.net. 

• Ruth Circle will resume our regular meeting schedule on Thursday, January 13th at 
10:00 a.m. as we continue our study of God’s Providence in the book of Esther.  
For questions contact Ann Tippins at atippins@bellsouth.net. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (contact marc.harrington@midwaypca.org) 
• Men’s Monthly Bible study will meet on December 6th at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Conference room. Ken Dewhurst will be teaching Ephesians Chapter 1. For 
more info contact Bill Smith at crosstrade@bellsouth.net. 

• Pastor Harrington’s Bible study - Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. at the Daily Grind 
• Pastor Hall’s Bible study - Thursdays, 12:00 p.m., Harvester Classroom 

 
YOUTH NEWS (damon.scharff@midwaypca.org or kjcooper6113@gmail.com)  

• No Bible Studies this week. We will resume after the New Year. 
• Youth (13 and over) Service project: Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Packing Center on Tuesday, December 7th Leave church at 6:00 p.m. – 
returning at 10:00 p.m. 

• Youth Group Wednesdays, at 6:30 p.m. at the Youth Assembly room. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (matt.ross@midwayschool.org.) 
• Kids Club meets Wednesday 6:30 p.m.-7:15 p.m. in Children’s Ministry room. 

 
December 8th– 5:30-6:20 p.m. 

 

Swedish Meatballs or Chicken Nuggets, Rice, Green Beans and Rolls 
Fruit, Dessert, Tea and Coffee 

 
YOU MUST MAKE RESERVATIONS - church.kitchen@midwaypca.org 

  *Deadline to make reservations is noon on Mondays. 
Adults: $5.00, Children: $3.00 (10 & under), $23 family maximum. 

 
NURSERY NEWS 

Contact Jennifer Nichols nursery@midwaypca.org 
 

THOSE SERVING Sunday, December 5th 
  9:30 Alicia Bartlett, Sophie Chen, Sarah McKinney 
10:45 Alexia & Ella Zumbrum, Lara, Mollie & Lilly Fuller, Jack & Katie MacGregor 
 Seth, Gavin & Peyton McKinney, Harper Michael 
  5:45 Mac Ross, Nancy Pritchett 
 

THOSE SERVING Sunday, December 12th 
  9:30 Terri & Jim Duncan 
10:45 Suzie & Jude Scharff, Halley & Maggie Scharff, Brandy, Benjamin & Cullen 

Rockholtz, Katie Barry, Sandy Burton 
  5:45 Bobbi Mitchell Isaiah Remington 
 
Congregational Prayer Needs: Judy Allen, Ava Nunn, Fred Warren, Boozie Knox  
Our expectant families: Mourad & Ginny Bowen, Kevin & Katie Fitzsimmons 
(Burton), David & Katie Barry (adopting), Joseph & Paige Gebert (Siewert), Jimmy & 
Katie Cooper, Alex & Hannah Whitaker, Eric & Lindsay Owens, Brian & Lexi Loo 
(Keesee) 
Our Military Personnel: Nate Forrester, Bradley & Casey Winsted, Samuel & Tanya Winsted, 
Greg Hawley, Jacob Robinson, Johnnie & Ruth (Winsted) Felker, Brent Henson, Payne 
Underwood, Tabatha Nicholson, Ian Zeffel, Asher Johnson, Guy Scott, Cameron Smith, John 
Cox, Jackson Fair, John Marks, Danial Replogle, Kasey Eister, Ben Whitener. 
Midway Covenant Christian SchoolMissionaries of the Month: David & Jill Martin: 
365.2421@gmail.com Rafael Maxito: rev.hawley@gmail.com Mike & Robin 
McMahan: michael.mcmahan1960@gmail.com 
Church of the Week: Seven Hills Fellowship, Rome 

 
 

Please plan to bring your family and friends 
and join us for our special 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

********* 
 

Children’s & Youth Choirs Christmas Program 
The Cherub Choir 
Midway Singers 

One Accord 
Sunday, December 5th 

6:00 p.m. 
Christmas Cookie Reception immediately following in the Fellowship Hall 

 
********* 

 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

Adult Choir 
Sunday, December 12th 

6:00 p.m.  
 

********* 
 

Congregational Carol Sing And The Lord’s Supper 
Sunday, December 19th 

6:00 p.m. 
 

********* 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Friday, December 24th 

5:30 p.m. 
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MIdWay PresByTerIaN ChUrCh 
 

4635 Dallas Highway 
Powder Springs, Georgia 30127 

770.422.4974 
www.MidwayPCA.org 

 
 

REV. DAVID HALL, SENIOR PASTOR 
REV. MARC HARRINGTON, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

REV. DAVID BARRY, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

 
Founded in 1850, Midway Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), a 
Reformed, evangelical denomination organized in 1973. Our church seeks to be Scriptural in both its 
government and its doctrine. We believe the Bible is the inerrant Word of God, our infallible and 
divine authority in all matters of life and faith. 

 
“Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was 
vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was 

believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.” 
1 Timothy 3:16 
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