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How Adam is important in the Old Testament and in the New Testament.   

 

 

(1) Adam is a big deal 

 

 

(2) Adam is important because God’s plans for HIM show his plans for humanity. 

 

 

(3) The Adamic Commission across the OT1 

 

Gen. 1:28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and  

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, 

and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

Five elements:  

(1) God blessed them 

(2) Be fruitful and multiply 

(3) Fill the earth 

(4) Subdue the earth 

(5) rule over…. All the earth (Gen 1.26 and reiterated in Gen (1:28) 

 

Noah 

 

Gen. 9:1, 7 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth. . . . Be fruitful and multiply; populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it.” 

 

Abraham 

 

Gen. 12:2–3 “And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so 

be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you 

all the families of the earth will be  blessed.” 

Gen. 17:2, 6, 8 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly. . . . 

I will make you exceedingly fruitful. . . . I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the 

land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan.” 

Gen. 22:17–18 “Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the 

heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of his e[singular 

pronoun] enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 

voice.” 

 

 

 
1 From G.K. Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology, pp. 46–51 
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Isaac 

 

Gen. 26:3 “Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I 

will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore  to your father   Abraham.” 

Gen. 26:4 “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all 

these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Gen. 26:24 The Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; 

do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, for the sake of my 

servant Abraham.” 

 

Jacob 

 

Gen. 28:3–4 “May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may 

become a company of peoples. May he also give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your 

descendants with you, that you may possess the land of your sojournings, which God gave to 

Abraham.” 

Gen. 28:13–14 “I will give it [the land] to you and to your seed. Your seed will also be like the dust of the 

earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east . . . ; and in you and in your seed shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed.” 

Gen. 35:11–12 God also said to him, “I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 

company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come forth from you. The land which I 

gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after 

you.” 

 

Israel 

 

Gen. 47:27 Now Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in Goshen, and they acquired property in it and 

were fruitful and became very numerous. 

Gen. 48:3–4 “God . . . blessed me, and He said to me, ‘Behhoolldd,, I  

will make you fruitful and numerous, and I will make you a company of peoples, and will give this 

land to your descendants after you for an everlasting possession’” [in partial application to Joseph’s 

sons]. 

Exod. 1:7 But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied, and became 

exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them. 

Exod. 1:12 The more they multiplied and the more they spread out. 

Exod. 1:20 The people multiplied, and became very mighty. 

Num. 23:10–11 “Who can count the dust of Jacob, or number the fourth part of Israel?” . . . Then Balak 

said to Balaam, “. . . Behold, you have actually blessed them!” 

Lev. 26:9 “I will turn toward you and make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will confirm My covenant 

with you.” 

Deut. 7:13 “He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb . . 

. in the land which He swore to your forefathers to give you.” [Cf. Deut. 6:3; 8:1.] 

Deut. 15:4, 6 “The Lord will surely bless you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you as an 

inheritance to possess. . . . For the Lord your God will bless you as He has promised you . . . ; and you 

will rule over many nations.” 

Deut. 28:11–12 (LXX) “And the Lord your God will multiply you  
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with respect to good things concerning the offspring of your womb . . . to bless all the works of your 

hands. . . . And you will rule over many nations.” 

Deut. 30:16 “I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His 

commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the Lord 

your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.” [Cf. Deut. 30:5.] 

 

King David 

 

2 Sam. 7:29 (LXX) “And now rule and bless the house of your servant . . . ; and now from your blessing the 

house of your servant will be blessed forever.” 

 

 

1 Chron. 17:9–11, 27 [God speaks through Nathan.] “I . . . will plant them [Israel]. . . . And I will subdue 

all your enemies [LXX adds ‘I will cause you to increase’]. . . . And I will establish his kingdom.” 

[David affirms initial realization.] “And now it has pleased You to bless the house of Your servant, 

that it may continue forever before You; for You, O Lord, have blessed, and it is blessed forever.” 

 

 

Even more… spoken about mankind, Israel, future-Israel 

 

1 Chron. 4:10 Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that You would bless me indeed and 

enlarge my border, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from harm 

that it may not pain me!” And God granted him what he requested. 

 

Ps. 8:5–8 Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty! You 

make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, 

and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through 

the paths of the sea. [Although some commentators would place Ps. 8 in this category, which is possible, 

it better fits into an overt eschatological category directly  below.] 

Ps. 107:37–38 And sow fields and plant vineyards, and gather a fruitful harvest. Also He blesses them 

and they multiply greatly, and He does not let their cattle decrease. 

Isa. 51:2–3 “Then I blessed him [Abraham] and multiplied him.” . . . And her [Israel’s] wilderness He will 

make like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord. [Note that the concluding wording is a 

promise for the future, which is repeated below.] 

Ps. 8:5–8 Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty! 

You make him to rule over the works of your hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep 

and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever 

passes through the paths of the sea. 

Ps. 72:8, 17, 19 May he [the end-time king] also rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 

earth. . . . And let men bless themselves by him; let all nations call him blessed [allusion possibly to Gen. 

12:2–3; 28:14, and above all to Gen. 22:18]. . . . And may all the earth be filled with His glory. 

Isa. 51:2–3 “Then I blessed him [Abraham] and multiplied him.” . . . Her [Israel’s] wilderness He will 

make like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord. 

Isa. 54:1–3 “The sons of the desolate one will be more numerous. . . . Enlarge the place of your tent; stretch 

out the curtains of your dwellings. . . . Lengthen your cords and strengthen your pegs. For you will spread 

abroad to the right and to the left. And your seed will possess the nations” (the last two sentences are 
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an allusion to Gen. 28:4, 13–14, which is part of the intertextual network of allusions to Gen. 1:28 and 

12:23). 

Jer. 3:16, 18 “It shall be in those days when you are multiplied and in- creased in the land . . . the land 

that I gave your forefathers as an inheritance.” 

Jer. 23:3 “Then I Myself will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven 

them and bring them back to their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply.” [Cf. Jer. 29:6; 30:19; 

33:22.] 

Ezek. 36:9–12 “You [the promised land] will be cultivated and sown. I will multiply men on you [the 

land]. . . . I will multiply on you [the land] man [Israel] and beast; and they will increase and be 

fruitful . . . and possess you.” [Cf. Ezek. 36:27.] 

Dan. 7:13–14 “With the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming. . . . And to Him was given 

dominion . . . that all the peoples, nations and men of every language60 . . . [will] serve him.” [His rule 

will replace that of the “beasts.”] 

Hos. 1:10 Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 

or numbered. . . . “You are the sons of the living God.” 

 

 

(4) Jesus as the “Adam” who succeeds 

 

Rom 5.12  Therefore, just as  sin came into the world through one man, and  death through sin, 

and  so death spread to all men  because  all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before 

the law was given, but  sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam 

to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,  who was a type 

of  the one who was to come. 

 

John 1.14, 18  And  the Word  became flesh and  dwelt among us,  and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son  from the Father, full of  grace and  truth…. 

18  No one has ever seen God;  the only God,  who is at the Father’s side,   he has made him 

known. 

 

Rom 8.29 For those whom [God]  foreknew he also  predestined  to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, in order that he might be  the firstborn among many brothers.  

 

Rom 5.15  But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 

many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For  the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought  justification. 17 

For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 

receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness  reign in life through the one man 

Jesus Christ. 

 


