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ISSUES AND ACTIONS OF THE 49TH ASSEMBLY OF THE PCA 
Abbreviations 
 BCO = Book of Church Order, the non-doctrinal part of our constitution 
 GA = General Assembly, the annual meeting of the PCA 
 Pby = Presbytery, a regional governing unit of the church between the Session and GA 
 OC = Overtures Committee, a key working group with reps from each Pby 
 RPR = Review of Presbytery Records Committee, which annually reviews each Pby 
 SJC = Standing Judicial Commission, an elected group of 24 who decide judicial matters 
 RE = Ruling Elder  TE = Teaching elder 
 MCBD = Midway Contribution by Default 
 MCBI = Midway Contribution by Initiative 

The Backdrop 
 Following last year’s St. Louis GA, two separate BCO proposals regarding SSA issues 
were to be reviewed during the year by the 88 Presbyteries. Those two proposals were approved 
by 64% and 72% at the 2021 St. Louis Assembly, a magnitude not anticipated. To be ratified, 
each measure needed 2/3 of the Presbyteries. Ultimately, while garnering a strong majority of 
presbyteries, neither measure attained the 2/3 threshold required. Since February, other proposals 
(see below) were generated. This, along with the SJC’s ruling on the Greg Johnson case, 
promised to keep this issue front and center. The PCA claims that no one is denying the 
sinfulness of homosexuality, but the church was/is divided on how to approach this issue.  

 Two ruling elders were nominated to serve as Moderator this year in the Birmingham 
Assembly. Ruling Elder John Bise (from Huntsville, AL) was elected over ruling elder Mel 
Duncan (Greenville, SC) by a 52-48 percentage margin. Moderator Bise has been known for his 
unflappable, wise, and fair expertise in these matters, and his tenure was exemplary. 
 
 The attendance (of over 2,300—the highest ever) saw another increase in ruling elder 
participation. With a TE:RE ratio of 69% to 31%, not only was that the highest number of 
registered REs ever (706 reported on 6/22), but it also shows more of the grass roots than some 
assemblies. Another measure that may help that trend continue is the reduction in the registration 
price for REs next year from $450 to $300, with a slight increase for TEs to offset.  
 
 Routine Permanent Committee (e.g., MTW, MNA, CTS) reports and videos yield little 
action or impact, being largely designed for promotion. These take up a good bit of the Assembly 
time, along with video greetings from leaders from other reformed churches. 

The Big, Enduring Issues 
1. SJC’s Greg Johnson case almost remanded. Many in the PCA were displeased 
with the SJC’s October 2021 decision to give great deference to Johnson’s Pby that 
did not discipline him for his statements on homosexuality, along with his church’s 
hosting of a REVOICE conference in St. Louis. Some hoped for enough votes among 
the SJC to allow a minority report to be heard and acted on by the GA. Nevertheless, 
there were not enough votes among the SJC to allow this matter to be heard by the 
whole Assembly, which could have reversed the SJC’s decision with a vote. One last 
avenue remained and was attempted. Since every working unit has its work reviewed 



 2 

by some other party, the Committee on Constitutional Business (CCB; 8 members) 
reviews the minutes of the SJC. If there are not enough votes to bring an SJC minority 
report to the floor for a vote, the only other manner to allow the whole GA to speak to 
a matter is if the SJC’s minutes shows that they violated their own procedures.  
       Two RE members of the CCB brought to the attention of the Assembly that the 
SJC had violated its own operational procedures in the Greg Johnson case. Debate 
on this subject occurred on Wednesday afternoon with full attendance, and leaders of 
the SJC and the CCB argued against having the matter even being heard. Narrowly, 
by a 9:8 margin (970-856), the Assembly was prevented from acting on the CCB 
minority report, which could have remanded the Johnson case back to the SJC. 

 
2. Leave the NAE. The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) was founded in the 

1940s to offset the liberal National Council of Churches. The PCA had been a 
participating member since 1973, seeking to influence American evangelicalism. The 
NAE has meetings, advocates policy ideas in Washington, and seeks to unite an 
American evangelical voice in social/political issues. Most thought its expiration date 
was near. Other reformed denominations left the NAE over the last several decades. 
Proposals have been made to leave the NAE since 1986, but have been recurring 
more recently. With expensive annual dues plus the additional costs of attending 
meetings, after debate (despite robust advocacy from former Stated Clerk Roy Taylor 
and others), slightly over 60% of this assembly voted (1030-699) to withdraw from 
the NAE. Pastor Carl Robbins (who helped mentor Cilas Menezes) made the 
presentation, which was included in Christianity Today’s coverage: 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2022/june/presbyterian-church-leaves-
nae.html 

 
3. The study committee on Domestic and Sexual Abuse (or DASA) had been appointed 

by the 2019 GA. This study committee produced a 220-page report that is designed to 
assist churches and presbyteries with resources to deal with matters of abuse. They 
were not charged to bring BCO amendments, but in the final week before GA, they 
urged the presbyteries to introduce such in the future—although some procedural 
changes are already being considered. The committee reported at length Wednesday 
and was very well received. Study committee reports, where helpful, are viewed as 
the pious advice of one particular assembly but do not have constitutional force (as 
further confirmed by the handling of overtures #33-35 this year). 

 
4. Softer language on SSA (Same Sex Attraction). Overture 29 was approved by a very 

large consensus from the OC (120-17). This proposed amendment to the BCO seeks 
to offer more acceptable (although some said ‘ambiguous’) language. It seeks to add 
that officers in the PCA, while never perfect in this life, will continue “to confess and 
mortify remaining sins in light of God’s work of progressive sanctification.” PCA 
officers must “affirm the sinfulness of fallen desires” and be committed to “the 
pursuit of Spirit-empowered victory over their sinful temptations, inclinations, and 
actions.” This was approved by 90% of the GA. 
This amendment, which is likely to pass, will commit all officers to a general path of 
sanctification, without specifying any particular sins. In fact, most PCA members 
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likely assumed the sentiments of this new proposal, which may not bring much 
clarity, depending on the Pby and whether or not the SJC gives deference to the Pby. 

 
5. Bolder language on SSA. In contrast, Overture 15, which has clarity was raised by a 

minority report and, after the lengthiest debate of substance this year, was approved 
to be sent down to the Presbyteries by a 55-45% vote (1167-978). This proposed 
amendment (to BCO 7-4) reads: “Men who describe themselves as homosexual, even 
those who describe themselves as homosexual and claim to practice celibacy by 
refraining from homosexual conduct, are disqualified from holding office” in the 
PCA. Advocates for the more permissive position were heard, and advocates for this 
clear amendment were heard on Thursday. Long-time missionary, Dr. O. Palmer 
Robertson (now retired in NC), spoke and offered a truer trumpet sound than some of 
the muddled prior acts of GA. However, while this amendment has more teeth in it, it 
did not exit the Assembly with as high a percentage as the two measures from last 
year (64% and 72%). Voting on both O-29 and O-15 will take place over the next 12 
months, requiring 2/3 for approval. 

 
6. Caucusing and the National Partnership. The National Partnership (NP) took a hit 

this past year, when its confidential emails from 2013-2020 were leaked. It was 
embarrassing, as this secretive group had claimed that it was only a spiritual 
fellowship and not a political group. The emails showed, however, that the group was 
highly political, including identifying a “political director,” as well as frequently 
emailing voting guides. This group drew an overture (#42) calling for officers to 
avoid “under-handed ways” (2 Cor. 4:1-2) and not to have secret caucuses. While 
there have been many affinity groups in the past, this overture (which was more 
symbolic than substantive) eventually failed, as the Assembly thought enough 
warning had been given on the subject by the minority report. It is unsure whether 
this year’s lower-profile from the NP (and other interest groups) will be temporary or 
lasting. 

 
Midway-Specific Issues 
 
The [MCBI] amendment proposed by RE Bob Whitaker to BCO 22-2 to allow explicitly the 
change in call of an Asst. Pastor to Associate Pastor without a search committee (as most across 
the PCA thought anyway; the vote in presbyteries was 83-1) is now codified on the BCO. And 
the floor ratification was by voice vote, not even suggesting a need for a counted vote.    
 
The [MCBD] amendment to allow Sessions to return to “vetting,” at any stage in the officer 
nominating process (as most across the PCA thought anyway; the vote in presbyteries was 84-0) 
is now codified on the BCO. The floor ratification was by voice vote, not even suggesting a need 
for a counted vote.   
 
Re the [MCBD] proposal to mandate an annual meeting for which some can seek to govern or 
influence a church as in congregationalism, OC voted 119-12 to recommend that Overture 16, be 
answered in the negative. That action was later approved without discussion.  
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Re another [MCBD] proposal (to disallow executive session in a trial), OC rejected by a 120-11 
margin. Both of these submissions from an individual were summarily disposed of in an omnibus 
motion to retire those overtures that had little support and needed little discussion. 
 
Re the manner in which these two overtures above were initially filed, OC voted to recommend 
that Overture 24 (“Amend RAO 11-2 and 11-10 to Clarify Who May Submit an Overture”) be 
answered in the affirmative. The OC vote was 126-6. GA approved this overwhelmingly (1272-
37), and it [MCBD] will limit filings of this type only to members of the court in the future. 
 
Our Session and NWGP’s overture [MCBI] to require that a complaint be filed at least 7 days 
prior to requiring an ill-prepared hearing was slightly amended in a germane fashion. It was 
recommended by OC 108-25 and approved as part of an omnibus motion requiring no debate. 
 
The RPR report (about the Feb 2021 Tippins letter) initially identified two areas out of the 
numerous allegations of possible error to be referred to the SJC for a hearing in October 2022. 
However, after discussion, that RPR recommendation was overturned and defeated on the floor 
on Wed. afternoon. The RPR meets next in June 2023, but the sole action from this Assembly on 
this subject was to reject the original RPR recommendation.  
        Note: The RPR committee does itself not have judicial authority to create a case, it can only 
call attention to exceptions in Pby minutes (none related to this were so cited) and refer matters 
to the SJC, if in order. Most elders and students of presbyterian polity don’t think it’s possible to 
uninstall a minister over 2 years after the fact—much less 3 years later. During the debate, even 
the advocate for RPR stated that there would be no call to reverse those earlier installations. 
 
Your Elders’ Participation 
All three of the Midway ruling elders attended the sessions well (Bob Whitaker had to return 
Thursday AM for a wedding), and participated variously in the following: 

• A Wed. night dinner for MORE, a group seeking to increase ruling elder 
participation. 

• Served on Committees on Inter-Church Relations and the PCA Foundation. 
• Met with and hosted a breakfast for ACTS grantees from Oxford, China, India. 
• Attended various seminars. 
• Served in the exhibitor’s booth to assist ministry to India and Haiti. 
• Encouraged a number of young pastors and presbyters. 

Next year—The 50th PCA GA will meet in Memphis, TN. 

Other Analyses: https://rfbwcf.substack.com/p/report-on-the-49th-general-assembly 
• https://byfaithonline.com/byfaith-report-actions-of-the-49th-pca-general-assembly/  
• https://theaquilareport.com/some-early-reactions-to-the-49th-pca-general-assembly/ 


