
The following statement by Midway’s Clerk of Session is provided for your information 
and describes the rationale for removing members from the church rolls: 
 

• People are removed regularly by the Session. Recently, Midway had a backlog of 
non-participating members to attend to since COVID prevented us from updating 
our rolls for over two years. 
 

• The Session has been removing those in question starting March 30, 2022. We 
did not know at that time who was on any petition seeking to remove Pastor Hall. 
 

• People are removed from our communicant membership for several reasons.  
 

o One reason is if it has been one or more years with no regular attendance 
(customarily at least half the time) or giving. In some cases, it has been 
several years.  

o A second reason people are removed is that they leave town and, like the 
first reason, can no longer attend. We delay in most cases and give them 
time to join other churches.   

o A third reason is that some churches where former members join do not 
communicate that a person has affiliated with that church. However, when 
elders and others know this, we simply delete that name from our rolls. 

o The fourth reason for removal from our rolls is if people either state they 
are not returning to Midway or make an implied statement that they are 
not returning.  

 
You might be surprised at some angry emails construed as “we are not returning.” Even 
in those cases, we delay. We assure you that care and consideration are given to these 
cases, and our single goal is this: for believers to be fully involved in a biblical church, 
whether it is Midway or another. 
 
Further, we invite any person who may have been unable regularly (not merely 
occasionally) to “support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability,” 
as the fourth membership vow says, to rejoin us at a later time or seek to rejoin in a new 
members class which will begin in August 2022. Our doors are open for any who 
genuinely wish to be present and participate regularly. 
 
Far from keeping believers from church, we do not believe it is helpful to perpetuate an 
idea that one is active in participating in Christ’s church if one is not. Thus, this is a 
necessary and time-tested means of guarding the flock. 
 


